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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Davis accepts offer to become Grand Valley's provost 
President Mark A. Murray has announced that 
Gayle Davis has accepted his offer to become 
provost and vice president for Academic 
Affairs of Grand Valley. Davis will begin her 
duties on July 1. 
"I am very pleased that Gayle Davis will be 
joining Grand Valley," Murray said. "I look 
forward to a partnership that will serve the 
university for many years to come. Her skills, 
scholarship, and experience in university lead-
ership are impressive. I have every confidence 
that this is the right choice for our university." 
Davis said she accepted Murray's offer with 
enthusiasm. 
"During my visit to Grand Valley earlier this 
week, I had the opportunity to meet again with 
the university's senior staff and confirm my 
decision to accept the provost position," she 
said. "Grand Valley is poised to become an 
even better university and I am eager to begin 
work with our excellent faculty and staff to 
mold that future. 
"On a personal 
note, I want to 
add that I appreci-
ate the warm 
welcome I have 
already begun to 
receive via 
private contacts 
and comments 
made in the 
media-I am 
certainly honored 
and happy to join 
you." 
In her current 
position, Davis is 
the associate vice 
president for 
Academic Affairs 
at Wichita State 
University, 
Kansas. Gayle Davis has accepted the offer to become Grand Valley's provost and 
vice president for Academic Affairs. She is pictured at an earlier meeting 
with students. Student Senate President Ben Witt is at Davis' left. 
---------------------------•••---------------------------
Students making their mark at Juilliard and world 
Grand Valley's trumpet students are making 
their mark in the music world - and in the 
process, they're bringing some well-deserved 
attention to the quality of their education at 
Grand Valley. 
Dorival Puccini, 25, a music major graduating 
this month, has the distinction of being the 
first GVSU student going on to graduate stud-
ies at The Juilliard School, long considered the 
most prestigious music school in the world. 
He was also accepted at the Eastman School 
of Music, another premier school for 
exceptional music students. 
Two other students, Steven Marx and Matthew 
Laird, are two of four finalists selected to 
compete for top honors in the International 
Trumpet Guild Mock Orchestra Competition, 
an important and arduous competition for 
trumpeters ages 18-25. They will travel to 
Manchester, England, in July for the 
competition. 
GRAND VALLEY 
STATE UNIVERSITY 
"It's just been an amazing year," 
said their trumpet teacher, 
Assistant Music Professor Richard 
Stoelzel - himself a first-place 
international winner 16 years ago. 
With so many trumpet students 
earning top rankings, Grand 
Valley is receiving some 
well-earned attention - and it 's 
evident in the talent of the music 
students now applying, Stoelzel 
said. 
"The word 's out. All of the sudden 
the trumpet world is catching on 
to what's going on up here," he 
said. 
A native of Sao Paolo, Brazil, 
photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
Pictured left to right are Matthew Laird, trumpet professor 
Richard Stoelzel, Steven Marx, and Dorival Puccini. 
Puccini was barely able to speak English four 
years ago when he moved to Boca Raton , 
Florida, to study trumpet under Stoelzel at the 
Harrid Conservatory. In 2000, when Stoelzel 
accepted a position in Grand Valley 's Music 
continued on page 3 
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Across Campus 
New study abroad program established 
Photo by John Corriveau 
Right, John Gracki, vice president for Academic Affairs, signs an agree-
ment with Emmanuel Obeng, vice chancellor of the University of Cape 
Coast in Ghana, formalizing a study abroad exchange agreement 
between the universities. The signing took place on April 15, in the 
Regency Room of the De Vos Center. 
Grand Rapids charter school 
receives accreditation 
Gateway Middle/High School, serving students in grades 7-1 2 in down-
town Grand Rapids, has received accreditation by the North Central 
Association Commission on Accreditation and School Improvement 
(NCA-CASI). Gateway is one of 28 charter schools authorized by Grand 
Valley. 
Gateway, 311 State St. SE, was one of four charter schools in Michigan 
that became NCA-CASI members for the first time this year. The associ-
ation notified schools of membership during its annual meeting in 
Chicago on April 9. 
"Accreditation means that Gateway has met the demanding standards set 
by the NCA-CASI for membership and been found to possess the 
resources, personnel and leadership necessary for effective education," 
said Mary L. Mason, Gateway's board president. "It confirms our belief 
that academic excellence can be obtained through non-traditional means, 
even when measured by traditional standards." 
Summer computer seminars scheduled 
From Blackboard applications, to Groupwise functions , to building a 
Web page, the Academic Computing Department has scheduled numer-
ous seminars during the summer. 
A list of available classes is posted on the Information Technology 's Web 
site, www.gvsu.edu/it/training. Call x2038 with questions. 
Seminars will be held at the Pew and Allendale campuses, and are open 
to faculty and staff members, and students . Pre-registration is required. 
Classes with fewer than five registrants will be canceled. 
1 Forum1 moves to biweekly schedule 
The end of the winter semester means the Forum will move to its sum-
mer schedule, and be published every two weeks. The next issue will be 
available on Monday, May 6. 
Departments sponsor visitors from China 
Pictured, left to right, are Guihuan Ho, execu-
tive editor of the journal International 
Philosophy; Pengcheng Li, from the Chinese 
Academy of Social Sciences; Grand Valley 
philosophy professor Peimin Ni, and He Li, 
editor of International Philosophy and a visit-
ing professor at Harvard University. 
Guests from China 
enjoy a lighter 
moment as they dis-
cuss the broadening 
attitudes and policies 
regarding philosophy 
in their country. 
The April 16 sympo-
sium, "Philosophical 
Exchange Between 
Contemporary China 
and the West," was 
sponsored by the Arts 
and Humanities 
Dean's Office, the 
Philosophy 
Department, and the 
East Asian Studies 
program. 
···-------------------------
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Volume 26, Number 36 
The GVSU Forum is published by the News 
and lnfonnation Services Office every 
Monday when classes are in sess ion and 
biweekly during the summer. The submission 
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publication 
items to Michele Coffill , editor, c/o 
forum@gvsu.edu. Telephone: 6 16-895-2221. 
Fax: 616-895-2250. 
Faculty and staff members can find an onJine 
"Sketches" subm iss ion fonn on the Web at 
www.gvsu.edu/online/forum/fonn.htm l. 
Grand Valley State University is an affirma-
tive action/equal opportunity institution. 
Visit GVNow, Grand VaJJey 's dail y online 
publication, on the Web at: 
www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/ 
GVNOW 
Hundreds remember 1 Odie1 
Photo by Dianne Carroll-Burdick 
Hundreds of students, faculty and staff members packed the Fieldhouse on 
April 17 for a tribute to Rob Odejewski, who died on April 12 after an acci-
dent at his house. Odejewski had served as the assistant athletic director for 
Marketing and Promotions. Memorial contributions can be sent to the Irwin 
Fund, the fund-raising arm for Intercollegiate Athletics. Checks should be 
made payable to GVSU, with an indication that the payment is "For Odie." 
What's Ahead 
Latino Youth Conference 
will draw 800 students 
About 800 high school students from Grand 
Rapids and surrounding districts are expected 
to gather at Grand Valley for the Latino Youth 
Conference, held Thursday and Friday, 
April 25 and 26. 
The intent of the two-day program is to 
acquaint high school students with a col lege 
setting, while, at the same time, motivate them 
to go on to higher education, said Michael 
Lopez, GVSU admissions counselor and a 
coordinator of the event. Twenty representa-
tives from area colleges and universities will 
staff a College Fair. A majority of the 10-12 
grade Hispanic youth in the Grand Rapids area 
wi ll attend sessions from 10 a.m.-1 :30 p.m. 
Sen. Valde Garcia (R-Howell) and Mary Lou 
Mazon of the Michigan Commission on 
Spanish Speaking Affairs will open the confer-
ence. Lt. Gov. Dick Posthumus is expected to 
conduct a session on Friday afternoon. 
The highlight of the conference will be per-
formances of "Cesar Died Today" by New 
Latino Visions, a new theater company in 
Kalamazoo. The general public is invited to 
attend the conference's final performance at 
8 p.m. on Friday in the Louis Armstrong 
Theatre, PAC. Admission is free. 
Evening autism conference 
sessions opened to public 
Two evening sessions during a conference host-
ed by Grand Valley 's Autism Education Center 
will be free and open to the public. 
"From the START: Best Practices for 
Supporting Autism," is scheduled for 
April 25-27 at the Pew Grand Rapids Campus. 
About 300 educators, health care professionals, 
and parents are expected to attend. 
Through mime and poetry, the evening session 
on Thursday, April 25, will help audience mem-
bers understand what it's like to be diagnosed 
with autism. The moderator for "Dialogue in 
'Our World"' is Liane Holliday Willey, a writer 
and researcher who specializes in Asperger's 
Syndrome. Holliday Willey will be joined by 
professional mime Johnny Seitz, who was 
trained by Marcel Marceau; and Chris Seitz, 
Johnny's wife and his translator. 
"Dialogue in 'Our World"' will begin at 7 p.m. 
in Loosemore Auditorium in the De Vos Center, 
Pew Grand Rapids Campus. 
The evening session on Friday, April 26, will 
focus on siblings of people with special needs. 
The featured speaker is Don Meyer, director of 
the Sibling Support Project at the ARC, in 
Seattle. Meyer has conducted more than 200 
workshops in the United States, Canada, 
Ireland, England, and Japan. "Brothers and 
Sisters of People with Special Needs: Unique 
Concerns, Unique Opportunities," will begin at 
7 p.m. in Loosemore Auditorium. 
For more information about these sessions, or 
the conference, call the Autism Education 
Center at x6483. 
School of Education 
to honor administrator, 
teacher of year 
Two Grand Valley alumni will be honored at 
the university 's School of Education convoca-
tion, scheduled for Friday, April 26. 
Fred Wisniewski, the director of student 
services at Forest Hills Pubic Schools, will 
receive the Administrator of the Year award. 
Wisniewski supervises all of the district's 
special needs programs. He also serves as the 
Alternative High School principal, and coordi-
nates the At-Risk Assessment Team, and Crisis 
Team. 
Under Wisniewski 's leadership, Forest Hills has 
implemented numerous programs for special 
needs students. He earned a bachelor 's and 
master's degree from Grand Valley. 
Lisa Corbett, a Grant Elementary Teacher, will 
receive the Teacher of the Year award. The 1993 
GVSU graduate teaches a class of 15 emotional-
ly impaired students, and team-teaches science 
and social studies in a general education third 
grade room. 
GVSU's School of Education convocation will 
be held at Sunshine Community Church, 3300 
E. Beltline NE in Grand Rapids, beginning at 
3 Forum I April 22, 2002 
7 p.m. More than 400 students are eligible to 
graduate. 
James Cowan, shown with two Aborigines, 
will give the commencement address on 
April 27. 
Historian to give 
commencement address 
Grand Valley 's commencement ceremony wi ll 
be held Saturday, April 27, at the Van Andel 
Arena in downtown Grand Rapids. The proces-
sion will begin at IO a.m. More than 1,680 
students are expected to be eligible to receive 
their degrees. 
Faculty and staff processing in the ceremony 
should arrive at 9:30 a.m. for robing. 
Returning to Grand Valley to give the com-
mencement address is author and historian 
James Cowan, who visited the university in 
February for the opening of "Tjukurrpa: 
Australian Aboriginal Art of the Dreaming" at 
the Art Gallery. 
Alan McEvoy, '70, will be honored as a di stin-
guished alumnus at the ceremony. Currently a 
sociology professor at Wittenberg University in 
Ohio, McEvoy has been a national leader in 
efforts to end violence in schools, homes, and 
communities. 
A separate commencement ceremony for gradu-
ates of GVSU's program in Traverse City will 
be held at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, April 30, at 
Grand Traverse Resort in Acme. William 
Anderson, director of the Arts and Libraries 
arm of the Michigan Department of History, 
will give the commencement speech. Anderson 
is also the recipient of an honorary degree to be 
bestowed at the ceremony. 
···--------------------------
Student musicians selected for elite competition 
continued from page 1 
Department, Puccini followed. That year, 
Puccini won third place in the International 
Trumpet Guild Mock Orchestra Competition. 
After that, dental problems sent him back to 
"ground zero," said Stoetzel, but he bounced 
right back. 
"I can't say enough good things about 
Dorival," said Stoelzel. "He's one of the hard-
est-working students I have. He's a model stu-
dent for the other students here." 
Puccini will receive his bachelor of music 
degree in trumpet performance at Grand 
Valley 's commencement ceremonies on 
April 27 . He will attend Juilliard in the fall. 
Matthew Laird, of Atlanta, Georgia, and Steven 
Marx, from Highland, both juniors majoring in 
trumpet performance, are the only American 
trumpet students selected as finalists in the 
International Trumpet Guild Mock Orchestra 
Competition. For Marx, 21, it is his second 
time as a finali st: he placed third in last year 's 
competition. This year he also earned second 
place in the 2002 National Trumpet 
Competition College Division. 
Stoetzel noted that it is "a huge honor" that two 
Grand Valley students are among the four cho-
sen as finali sts, especially considering they 
were competing against graduate music stu -
dents and trumpeters from Juilliard, Eastman, 
and Northwestern University. 
••• 
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ALENDAR OF 
General Events 
Arts Hotline: (616) 895-ARTS 
Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m., 
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Mon., April 22 
4-6 p.m.: Retirement reception for Joyce 
French, Kirkhof School of Nursing. AH. 
Tues., April 23 
8 a.m.-12 noon: Van Andel Global Trade 
Center symposium, "The Fourth Annual 
Automotive Supplier Symposium." Cost 
$100 per person. Loosemore Auditorium, 
De Vos Center, Pew Grand Rapids Campus. 
Call x6811 for registration, information. 
12 noon- I p.m.: Campus Wellness Lecture 
Series. "Step Into Summer: Tips To 
Developing A Walking Program." 104 KC. 
For information call x3659. 
4-6 p.m.: Retirement reception for Connie 
Widdis, School of Education. AH. 
Wed., April 24 
12:30-2:30 p.m.: Free Finals Week Massage, 
sponsored by Campus Wellness. Lobby, 
KC. For information call x3659. 
Thurs., April 25-Sat., April 27 
"From the Start ... Best Practices for 
Supporting Autism" conference sponsored 
by the Autism Education Center. 
Conference hours vary each day; call 
x6483 for a schedule and for information. 
De Vos and Eberhard Centers, Pew Grand 
Rapids Campus. 
Thurs., April 25 
8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.: Regional Math and 
Science Center Workshop. Battle Creek 
Science Kits training session, "Systems" 
for fifth grade. 225 PAD. Call x2267 to 
register. 
12 noon-I p.m.: Campus Wellness Lecture 
Series. "Office Ergonomics." 142 KC. For 
information call x3659. 
Fri., April 26 
7 p.m.: School of Education convocation. 
Sunshine Community Church, Grand 
Rapids. 
Sat., April 27 
10 a.m.: Commencement. Van Andel Arena, 
Grand Rapids. 
Mon., April 29 
11 :45 a.m.: Administrative/Professional Staff 
Annual Luncheon. Grand River Room, 
KC. 
Thurs., May 2 
1-5 p.m.: Scholarly Writing Workshop for 
faculty, sponsored by the Office of 
Graduate Studies and Grants 
Administration and Dean's Office, Science 
and Mathematics Division. 303C De Vos 
Center, Pew Grand Rapids Campus. For 
information call x7105. 
Sports 
Sports Hotline: (616) 895-3800 
Game times subject to change. 
Fri., April 26-Sat., April 27 
2 p.m.: Track & Field at Hillsdale "Gina" 
Relays, Hillsdale. 
Sat., April 27-Sun., April 28 
All day: Men's Golf at Hillsdale Invitational, 
Coldwater. 
VENTS 
Sat., April 27 
1 p.m.: Baseball. Wayne State University at 
Grand Valley. 
1 p.m.: Softball at Hillsdale College, 
Hillsdale. 
Sun., April 28 
12 noon: Baseball. Wayne State University at 
Grand Valley. 
Tues., April 30 
4 p.m.: Baseball at Calvin College, Grand 
Rapids. 
4 p.m.: Softball. Cornerstone University at 
Grand Valley. 
Thurs., May 2 
2 p.m.: Baseball at Lewis University. 
Romeoville, IL. 
Fri., May 3-Sat., May 4 
4 p.m. : Track & Field at GLIAC 
Championship, Northwood University, 
Midland. 
Sat., May 4 
1 p.m.: Baseball at Northwood University, 
Midland. 
Sun., May 5 
12 noon: Baseball at Northwood University, 
Midland. 
···---------------------------
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
Roger Gilles, associate professor of writing, 
gave a presentation, titled "In Defense of 
Grading," and chaired a session, titled "Basic 
Writing Becomes Elective," at the Conference 
on College Composition and Communication, 
held in Chicago. Kelly Kinney, composition fel-
low, gave the following presentations, "What 
Does It Mean to be a 'Professional' : Classroom 
Ettiquette, New GTAs, and the Politics of the 
Street," at the same conference. 
Four Kirkhof School of Nursing faculty mem-
bers completed poster presentations at the 
Midwest Nursing Research Society Annual 
Conference in Chicago. Sharon N. Leder, asso-
ciate professor, was co-author of the poster, 
"Psychotherapeutic Treatment Outcomes in 
Grandparent-Raised Children;" Kay Setter-
Kline, professor, Linda D. Scott, associate pro-
fessor, and Agnes S. Britton, assistant professor, 
were co-authors of the following posters: 
"Patient Perceptions of Heart Failure Self-
Management: A Test of Two Nursing 
Interventions," "Quality of Life and Heart 
Failure: An Evaluation of Nursing 
Interventions," and "The Relationship Between 
Social/Role Activities and Adherence to 
Medications, Exercise, and Diet in Patients with 
Congestive Heart Failure." Scott also co-
authored the poster, "The Lived Experience of 
Surviving Prolonged Mechanical Ventilation: A 
Phenomenological Study." 
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